
CHICKYWICKS  
DAY NURSERY

Nurturing happy and healthy development

Independent Day Nursery 

Ages 3 months - 5 years 



Welcome!
to Chickywicks Day Nursery

“I am proud to welcome you to Chickywicks, a purpose built, 31 

place day nursery where children are at the heart of all we do.  

When I opened Chickywicks, my main aim was to create a home 

from home environment where all children feel happy and confident 

to grow and develop as individuals. Now, over ten years later, I am 

thrilled to say that with the help of our wonderful team of staff, this 

is most definitely the case. 

Another key belief that I still maintain is that the children here will 

never become a number. Our small size means that the entire staff 

team are familiar with every child, as every child is an individual, 

this means that everybody can work together to cater to the child’s 

specific needs and requirements. 

One of the most common and rewarding compliments that 

Chickywicks receives, is our visitors telling us that whenever they 

enter Chickywicks, they experience a warm, homely feeling that 

they can’t quite describe. It is true, that there is definitely something 

very special about our nursery and I am incredibly proud of our 

wonderful children and hardworking staff team.

At Chickywicks, we offer a loving and stimulating environment 

where I can guarantee that your child/children will always be 

our priority.  Chickywicks is not only a nursery but a community, 

which every adult and child is fully made to feel a part of. We work 

together to develop as a team whilst also focusing on your child’s 

individual needs. 

 I would like to take this opportunity to welcome you, on behalf of 

everyone at Chickywicks and I look forward to meeting you and 

your child in the near future.”

Bernie McDonnell (nursery manager)

Bernie McDonnell



Our 
Staff 
Team

At Chickywicks you will always receive a warm welcome from all our 

staff, who work together to provide the excellent care that we are so 

proud of. 

Our team members are all extremely well experience and their qualifications range from a level 

2 to a level 6 in childcare. We also provide our staff with a number of training opportunities 

that include safeguarding, first aid, play with the under 2’s, maths in the early years and many 

more. This additional training ensures that our team is particularly well equipped in all areas 

and have a fountain of knowledge they can use to help each child individually.

Although every member of staff is fully involved in each child’s Chickywicks experience, your 

child will also be allocated a specific ‘key worker’. This ensures that your child is frequently 

observed to guarantee that they have settled in well and, over the years to keep a track of 

their development. As a parent or carer, you will have many opportunities to meet with your 

child’s keyworker as we hold parents evenings and pride ourselves on having an open door 

policy that allows you to speak to the nursery manager or your child’s key worker at any time.

Our staff team is incredibly dedicated and hardworking. There is also a great consistency 

to our team, with many members saying that they are so happy at Chickywicks, they would 

never want to leave!



Parents are welcome to bring a packed lunch for their child; however, 

the vast majority opt for their child to have the food cooked on site 

by a member of our team who is a fully qualified chef.

Meals Offered

We provide a range of healthy meals at all times of the day- breakfast, early morning 

snack, lunch, afternoon snack, tea and evening snack. We also cater to any child’s 

dietary requirements; we have previously been trained to tube feed children (training is 

carried out for each specific child) and have taken part in an allergy awareness course. 

We are very knowledgeable about a vast range of dietary requirements and will always 

guarantee that every child’s needs are met.

Food Hygiene

We are thrilled that Chickywicks once again 

received five stars on their recent food 

hygiene rating. This is a testament to our 

staff and their dedication to cleanliness and 

hygiene, not just in the kitchen but in the 

nursery as a whole.

Food



Indoor Play

We use a wide variety of carefully planned indoor activities, these include messy play, cooking 

and imaginative uses of natural materials. We also follow Attention Hillingdon; this works on 

improving the children’s focus and understanding through activities such as bucket time and 

story sacks. We incorporate EYFS into these fun activities, ensuring that the children have 

positive associations with all areas e.g. Maths and Literacy

Outdoor Play

We use many natural materials in our outdoor play and children are encouraged 

to plant, use the water activities and expand their physical development 

using the bikes, scooters and a children’s climbing frame. Our 

constant access to the Church hall means that regardless of any 

weather, children have access to a physical activity e.g. using 

the bouncy castle, soft play, tunnels etc.

Learning 
through 

play

As a nursery, we follow the EYFS which focuses on development in 

the following key areas: Communication and Language, Physical 

Development, Personal, Social and Emotional Development, Literacy, 

Mathematics, Understanding the world and Expressive Arts and Design. 

We encourage this learning and stimulation through play.



Extra-Curricular 
Activities

All our extra-curricular activities cost no additional money as it is one 

of our core beliefs at Chickywicks that every child should have equal 

access to all opportunities possible. Furthermore, we are so lucky to 

be able to provide so many opportunities, some examples of these 

are listed below.

As part of our sporting activities to promote physical development, the children have the 

opportunity to take part in a weekly yoga class. This class introduces your little ones to 

yoga in a simple, fun program that helps with coordination and balance; promotes healthy 

breathing and a calm balanced energy; builds a child’s focus and helps to build emotional 

awareness and resilience. This is a very popular activity at Chickywicks.

With parental consent, all children at Chickywicks will be taken on a wide variety of outings. 

Some of the outings include, visits to the local parks or walks that immerse the children 

in nature. However, our close connection with the Northwood community means that 

children also have the chance to visit local business’ such as the post office, dog grooming 

parlour, the library, train station and many more exciting places.

The children at Chickywicks gain an astute awareness for others through the opportunities 

we offer. Members of the local emergency services often come to visit. The children are all 

encouraged to give back to those around them, at times they visit the elderly, take part in 

an ‘inside out’ day for mental health awareness, raise awareness for worldwide issues like 

climate change, and participate in many other rewarding experiences.

We are very knowledgeable about a vast range of dietary requirements and will always 

guarantee that every child’s needs are met.





Parents/Carers 
Involvement

All parents/carers are welcome to become fully involved with their 

child’s Chickywicks experience and there are many chances for you 

to do so. 

All parents are welcome to phone the nursery at any point throughout the day, regardless 

of whether this is to ask a specific question or to see how their child is enjoying their day. 

We hold parents evening where you will have the opportunity to discuss your child with 

your specific key worker and our open door policy means that you are more than welcome 

to speak to any member of staff, including the manager, about your child.  The fact that 

we are a small nursery, 31 places, means that all parents can easily become involved in their 

child’s experience as all members of our staff team will know every child and we are able 

to fully cater to each child’s specific needs.

We are proud to have such a diverse community at Chickywicks and the children are 

lucky to experience varying traditions and learn more about the homelife of their friends. 

Parents are welcome to come into the nursery to run activities or discuss their culture/

profession with the children. Over the years at Chickywicks, parents have really engaged 

in this, we have had people run French lessons, bake plaited loaf bread together, teach the 

children songs in Portuguese and a vast range of other activities. Parents are also invited 

to bring in traditional food for all of the children to try.

At Chickywicks, we host parties to celebrate events or milestones for the children. Parents 

are invited to a number of these parties such as, toward the end of the children’s journey, 

you will be invited to a Graduation Party to congratulate the children on all that they have 

achieved and learnt during their time at Chickywicks.



Children are invited to eat breakfast together along with the members of 

the staff team. A choice of breakfast is provided, and the children are calmly 

introduced to the day through both adult and child led discussion.

The children move freely in their respective rooms, where they play with 

the planned activities that specifically focus on their individual needs and 

requirements. There are a wide variety of different activities offered ensuring 

something appeals to every child  

Members of the staff team lead a ‘Focus Activity’ with the children, this 

specifically targets one or more of the EYFS areas. After this, the children have 

snack time.

The children play freely inside or in the garden, they are often integrated with 

other age groups which boosts their confidence and teaches them to interact 

with older and younger children both confidently and appropriately

After this, the children are led in an Attention Hillingdon task, such as Bucket Time, 

this increases their focus and attention span, they then get ready for lunch

When lunch is finished, some children have sleep time whilst others have a 

short period of quiet time where they could sing or use a story sack, they then 

have the freedom to choose to play indoors or outside

A member of staff leads another focus activity before either bucket time, story 

time or singing with the children. They then have their tea.

Children play freely with another range of carefully planned activities. 

Towards the end of the day, the children have a late evening snack and then 

spend time with the children and staff to unwind and reflect on their day.

Example 
Day

7.30

8.30

9.45

10.30

11.15

12.00

2.30

4.00

5.00

Parents/Carers 
Involvement



Reviews

“I have been very impressed by the staff at Chickywicks. They are friendly and professional. They all know our son well and understand his routine. They keep a detailed daily diary, and our son has made so much progress.  We have had a very positive experience with the nursery, and I spoke to a number of mums at local toddler groups who also recommended the nursery, so the nursery is highly regarded locally. I am very pleased with our deci-sion to send our son to this nursery!”

“My daughter loves attend-
ing, and we are always given a 
detailed summary of her day. 
All I can say is thank you for 

providing such a wonderful envi-
ronment! Highly recommended.”

“My daughter has been attending 

Chickywicks in the last 2 years and she 

absolutely loves going to the nursery. I 

can be assured my daughter is in good 

hands while I am at work. The staff are 

always helpful and supportive, they pay 

a lot of attention to each child. The chil-

dren play a lot and also, they are taught 

different skills according to their age. 

I highly recommend this friendly and 

professional nursery.”

“I cannot thank you enough 

for the care you have given 

my daughter. We will all miss 

Chickywicks very much, the 

lovely children, the staff’s 

dedication and the fantastic 

owner.”

“My child comes out buzzing 

about his day and I have not 

a single bad word to say. A 

massive thank you to all of 

the staff at Chickywicks  and I 

would recommend this nursery 

to anyone.”

“A fantastic nursery with 
excellent management all 
of the children are happy 

and well cared for, a special 
thank you to Bernie who 

ensures that everything runs 
smoothly and happily goes 
out of her way for anyone.”





Journey

We believe that every child who attends Chickywicks Day Nursery 

embarks on a journey. Throughout their time they will grow and 

develop as individuals but also as part of a wider community. Your 

child will form friendships and learn new skills, most importantly, your 

child’s Chickywicks journey will ultimately be a happy one where they 

feel safe and free to explore.

A child’s journey starts during their settling in period. We believe that this should not be 

rushed as our main focus will be for your child to feel happy and comfortable in the new 

environment. Parents stay with their child on the first day and we then increase the time 

spent apart gradually so that your child’s happiness can be paramount.

Every child has different points along this journey that are ‘WOW’ moments, these are 

times where a child learns something new that they were finding particularly difficult 

or overcomes a fear. A ‘WOW’ moment is different for every child as the same activity 

presents a variety of challenges. As our nursery is small, it means that we can celebrate 

these individual moments with your children and share in the joy of their success’. It also 

means that we can make you aware of these, perhaps small, moments that are major 

milestones for your child as an individual.

When your child leaves Chickywicks to go to primary school, all parents/carers are invited 

to a graduation party. This marks the end of your child’s journey and celebrates all of 

their achievements.  It is an overall reflection of all that they have done in their time at 

Chickywicks and it is heart warming to see how all the children have core morals and 

values that we work with you to instil.  Children leave Chickywicks as kind, confident and 

happy young people ready to embark on their next journey, their new adventure.



Journey



Prices and 
Hours

Chickywicks is open 51 weeks a year, closed for bank holidays and over the 

Christmas and New Year break. We are very flexible with the hours that your 

child will attend and will do our utmost to work around what suits you as a 

family best. Children can attend either full time (Monday-Friday), part time (on 

specific days every week), all year around or term time only (following a school 

timetable, not attending for Summer Holidays, Easter Holidays etc.

We accept childcare vouchers and all 2-year-old funding, 15-hour funding, 30-hour funding and 

government tax free funding, if your family is eligible for any of these. There is a non-refundable, 

£30 registration fee (This will not be charged if your child is receiving Government funding).

Our fees are based on an hourly rate (Please See below)

1 hour

5 hours

9 hours

2 hours

6 hours

10 hours

3 hours

7 hours

11 hours

4 hours

8 hours

£7.25

£34.75

£60.00

£14.50

£42.00

£65.00

£21.75

£49.25

£70.00

£27.50

£55.00

We look forward to meeting you and your child in the near future.

(Discounted rate)

(Discounted rate) (Discounted rate)

(Discounted rate) (Discounted rate) (Discounted rate)



“I could not recommend this nursery highly 
enough and assure you that any child 

who attends will learn in a safe happy and 
enjoyable way.”

Parent - Google Review



TARA Hall, Hallowell Road, 

Northwood, Middlesex, HA6 1DN

01923 841725
admin@chickywicks.co.uk

www.chickywicks.co.uk

@chickywicksdaynursery


